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The deafening silence of the emergency in North Kivu!
Whilst we draw close to the 20th anniversary of the genocide of Tutsi’s in Rwanda - a genocide which, within the time frame of 100 days between April and July 1994, caused a million deaths in a carnage that was both predictable and avoidable and in which the rest of the world preferred not to intervene or, for cynical geopolitical and economic motives, acted as an accomplice - Italy continues to ignore what is happening in North Kivu, that part of the Congolese territory which borders Rwanda, surrounding the city of Goma.

This is the zone where, in July 1994, the French Operation Turquoise guaranteed a welcome and impunity to the perpetrators of the genocide, including the infamous Interahamwe militia and what was remaining of the Rwandan Armed Forces, which were escaping from Rwanda pursued by the Rwandan Patriotic Front. This caused huge destabilization of the zone, which also saw the reinstatement of armed groups that aligned themselves explicitly to the Hutu Power ideology of genocide. The Rwandan Democratic Liberation Forces (RDLF) constituted a cause of great concern for the government and Rwandan citizens, whilst they were availing themselves of a territory very rich in raw materials, which proved to be very useful to various types of trafficker. The United Nations peacekeeping force (MONUSCO), in Democratic Republic of Congo since the start of the year 2000, did not appear to have obtained great result, despite its size (between 16.000 and 20.000 men) and its substantial financing, and was accused of inertia and, in some cases, of connivance with the illegal trafficking of gold and ivory and with the RDLF.

Maybe also because of MONUSCO’s reputation, which renders it unpopular with the local population, is that in July of this year, whilst being led by the French, it equipped itself with an “Offensive Intervention Brigade” which is permitted to carry out war activities. It created therefore a situation wherein MONUSCO, the Rwandan Armed Forces and the perpetrators of genocide within the Rwandan Democratic Liberation Forces are seen united against M23 (The Movement of the 23rd of March, a Congolese militia the ex-leader of which, Bosco Ntaganda, accused of war crimes and sheltered in Rwanda, was sent to the International Crime Tribunal in The Hague). The Rwandan government, accused of sustaining M23, has always, in every situation, denied such charges.  MONUSCO is predominantly made up of soldiers from African countries and is operationally led by Tanzania; a nation which has much difficulty with Rwanda and that has recently, by way of retaliation, expelled from its territory all Rwandan immigrants.

This situation, the subject of an international appeal on the website Bene Rwanda (http://www.benerwanda.org/?p=2193), creates  the fear that the genocide plan, that was initiated in 1959 and tragically enacted in 1994, will be reignited; again, in this case, the international community, if not directly interested in the manipulation of information in order to hide its true role, appears dramatically absent; even though the signs for concern are accumulating (for example the explosion of bombs in the Congolese territory within Rwanda which killed one woman and injured her baby).

We are therefore making an appeal founded on independent information in order to give adequate coverage to these events. The memory of the genocide of the Rwandan Tutsis in 1994 and the commitment to the “never again” statement should continue, at this time, to help to truly protect the population; and so Italy should occupy itself, directly, with finding a negotiated political solution to the crisis in North Kivo, instead of leaving room, in the silence, to armies. 
Bene-Rwanda Onlus

In the summer of 1994, whilst the international media’s attention was concentrated on the World Cup in the United States, Rwanda was being consumed by the greatest tragedy in modern history; within the passing of three months, between April 6 and July 19 1994, one million citizens of the Tutsi ethnic minority were massacred by the Interahamwe extremists from the Hutu ethnic majority. One homicide in every 10 seconds occurred under the indifferent gaze of the international community, which ignored the pleas for help from General Dallaire, the commander of the United Nations peace mission. 

For the most part information agencies preferred to refer to the situation as a simple “tribal skirmish”. But the reality was something else, complicated and deep, and it needed to be seen principally in the light of the complex legacy of post-colonialism. In isolating and studying this legacy one gains the over-riding conviction that such operations can help us not to forget the Rwandan tragedy and allow us to recognize the warning signs of imminent humanitarian catastrophes on a planetary scale. The urgency right now is to deepen the debate about the “culture of genocide” from a historical and cultural point of view, to illustrate the crude events that continue to bloody Africa at this very moment.
Onlus Bene-Rwanda, which in the Kinyarwanda language means “Sons of Rwanda”, was founded and is directed by Rwandan citizens resident in Italy and its objective is to preserve and value the memory of the tragic events which struck the Rwandan people in 1994 and, at the same time, publicize the tools which enable us to recognize the warning signs which indicate the formation of a “culture of genocide”. Consequently the activities of this association are based on the appreciation of the cultural and humanitarian aspects: the divulgence of updated information and the characteristics of past and present Rwandan circumstances and the defense of human rights represent the principal tools of which the working group of Bene Rwanda intends to take advantage.
Our philosophy is based on the tenet that the conviction of those guilty of the genocide is not the only way to obtain justice; our aim is to bring to court those accused of creating a system capable of producing a million deaths in just three months. Through the study and analysis of the “culture of genocide” that matured in Rwanda over many years, we intend to help mankind awaken his critical capacity and furnish him with the tools to recognize the warning signals of imminent humanitarian tragedies.     .
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